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INTRODUCTION: 
Surgical management of acetabular fractures in older patients remains controversial with total hip arthroplasty (THA) often 
performed after failed open reduction internal fixation (ORIF). There is an increased interest in performing acute THA for 
geriatric acetabular fractures with high likelihood of subsequent THA. There is a paucity in the literature regarding 
outcomes of acute THA following acetabular fractures. The purpose of this study was to compare outcomes of acute 
versus delayed THA for acetabular fractures. 
METHODS: A large, national administrative claims database containing diagnostic, procedural, and demographic records 
from over 157 million patients was analyzed. We identified patients undergoing primary THA  who were continuously 
enrolled in the database for at least 2 years. Patients with an initial diagnostic code for acetabular fracture occurring within 
7 days before the THA were classified as acute THA (aTHA). Patients with an initial acetabular fracture diagnostic code 
occurring at least 6 months before THA were classified as delayed THA (dTHA). The control group was patients 
undergoing THA without history of acetabular fracture. There were 426,734 patients in the control primary THAs, 235 
aTHAs and 1,255 dTHAs. 
RESULTS: Patients with aTHA had higher rates of revision (9.8% vs. 5.6%, p = 0.02), dislocations (8.9% vs. 6.4%, p = 
0.20), and periprosthetic fracture (5.1% vs. 2.3%, p = 0.03) compared to dTHA. After adjusting for age, sex, region, and 
comorbidities, receiving an aTHA increased the odds of revision (OR = 3.65 [95% CI: 2.30-5.49]), dislocation (OR = 4.09 
[95% CI: 2.53-6.27]), and periprosthetic fracture (OR = 4.29 [95% CI: 2.26-7.36]) compared to primary THA. Receiving a 
dTHA significantly increased the odds of revision (adjusted OR = 1.80 [95% CI: 1.40-2.27]), dislocation (adjusted OR = 
2.50 [95% CI: 1.97-3.13]), and periprosthetic fracture (adjusted OR = 1.99 [95% CI: 1.34-2.83]) compared to primary THA. 
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION: Acetabular fractures are complex injuries with high rates of failure and conversion to 
THA. In the current study, patients undergoing acute THA in the treatment of an acetabular fracture have significantly 
increased rates of revision, periprosthetic fracture, and dislocation compared to delayed THA and primary THA.

 

 
 

 


